Reactions to Sample UDL Activities

November 2007

Teacher    ________________________________________________________

Unit           ________________________________________________________

Grade level   ___________________            Date  ______________

We are interested in your thoughts about the UDL activities, especially as related to helping students with diverse needs, the usability of the software, the content (substance) of the activities, and their appeal to students.  

For more information on Universal Design for Learning (UDL) and the Universal Design in Science Education project at the Concord Consortium, please watch a presentation at:

http://udl.concord.org/

The questions below were designed to help organize your comments.  We appreciate your honest and thoughtful feedback!  

Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

Are the alternative representations that the technology provided in the activities (types of displays, size, colors, line width, English and Spanish translations, and vocalization) helpful for the students? 

We are trying to determine how to have the students access the scaffolding hints. Do students understand the purpose of the tabs marked L1 through L5 for scaffolding hints? 

Do students understand that the question mark button is also used for scaffolding hints?  

Do students use the light bulb, where available, for scaffolded help?

Do students prefer one way to access the scaffolded assistance?

Are the types of scaffolding “helps” available appropriate? 

Are there any other additional UDL features that we should include? 

Do the students click on the coaches when available (if not grayed out), especially in the stories?  

How do the students respond to the coaches?  

Usability of the Technology

If technical hints are needed for the tools (models, drawing tool, sensor graphs, etc.) can you describe the ones needed for the unit?

Are students able to use the various tools and features for the drawing tool (if present)? Please add any comments that would help with the tool bar or stamps.

Are students able to use the various tools and features for the model (if present)? Please add any comments that would help with the interface to start/stop the model and manipulate the inputs.

Are students able to use the various tools and features for the tables (if present)? Please add any comments that would help with the students completing the table.

How effective was the Zoom tool (if present) in the activity for the student?

Do students navigate successfully from beginning to end of an activity? 

Do students try to click back to previous pages or continue sequentially?

On many pages, it is necessary to scroll down to see everything on the page.  Is this satisfactory or should the pages be shorter?

Many of the activities require students to have individual access to a computer.  Would this work at your school as a regular practice in studying science?

Which activities could be done on paper and not necessarily need the computer, if a PDF version were available?

Content

Is the vocabulary appropriate for students at the designated grade levels?

Are the hyperlinked words (linked to definitions) beneficial? Are there other words that should be hyperlinked?

Are the activities and the science concepts appropriate for the grade level?

Describe any activities that you think are especially strong or weak, and why.

Within the unit, do you feel that a specific order for the progression of the activities is warranted, or could teachers select any activity in any order for completion?

Does the major “story line” in the unit work for students (e.g., Sticky World & Slippery World in the friction unit)? 

What information should be included in a teacher’s guide?

Should there be a teacher version of each activity with answers for the questions?

Currently the units are presented as Grades 3-4 and Grades 5-6. This is based on the recruitment of the teachers who will be testing the units in Fresno and Anchorage. Because UDL implies that students are on many levels, can you suggest another way to identify the units?

Appeal

Do students like using the materials?  Why or why not?

Do the students ask additional questions based on the topic after using the activities?

Do you like the materials? Why or why not?

Suggestions

Do you have any other comments or suggestions that can help us improve these materials?

